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these age categories mechanically in a
borderline situation.

(b) Younger person. If you are under
age 50, we generally do not consider
that your age will seriously affect your
ability to adapt to a new work situa-
tion. In some circumstances, however,
we consider age 45 a handicap in adapt-
ing to a new work setting (see Rule
201.17 in appendix 2 of subpart P of part
404 of this chapter).

(c) Person approaching advanced age.
If you are closely approaching ad-
vanced age (50–54), we will consider
that your age, along with a severe im-
pairment and limited work experience,
may seriously affect your ability to ad-
just to a significant number of jobs in
the national economy.

(d) Person of advanced age. We con-
sider that advanced age (55 or over) is
the point where age significantly af-
fects a person’s ability to do substan-
tial gainful activity. If you are se-
verely impaired and of advanced age
and you cannot do medium work (see
§ 416.967(c)), you may not be able to
work unless you have skills that can be
used in (transferred to) less demanding
jobs which exist in significant numbers
in the national economy. If you are
close to retirement age (60–64) and have
a severe impairment, we will not con-
sider you able to adjust to sedentary or
light work unless you have skills which
are highly marketable.

(e) Information about your age. We will
usually not ask you to prove your age.
However, if we need to know your
exact age to determine whether you
get disability benefits, we will ask you
for evidence of your age.

§ 416.964 Your education as a voca-
tional factor.

(a) General. Education is primarily
used to mean formal schooling or other
training which contributes to your
ability to meet vocational require-
ments, for example, reasoning ability,
communication skills, and arithmet-
ical ability. However, if you do not
have formal schooling, this does not
necessarily mean that you are
uneducated or lack these abilities. Past
work experience and the kinds of re-
sponsibilities you had when you were
working may show that you have intel-
lectual abilities, although you may

have little formal education. Your
daily activities, hobbies, or the results
of testing may also show that you have
significant intellectual ability that can
be used to work.

(b) How we evaluate your education.
The importance of your educational
background may depend upon how
much time has passed between the
completion of your formal education
and the beginning of your physical or
mental impairment(s) and by what you
have done with your education in a
work or other setting. Formal edu-
cation that you completed many years
before your impairment began, or un-
used skills and knowledge that were a
part of your formal education, may no
longer be useful or meaningful in terms
of your ability to work. Therefore, the
numerical grade level that you com-
pleted in school may not represent
your actual educational abilities.
These may be higher or lower. How-
ever, if there is no other evidence to
contradict it, we will use your numeri-
cal grade level to determine your edu-
cational abilities. The term education
also includes how well you are able to
communicate in English since this
ability is often acquired or improved
by education. In evaluating your edu-
cational level, we use the following
categories:

(1) Illiteracy. Illiteracy means the in-
ability to read or write. We consider
someone illiterate if the person cannot
read or write a simple message such as
instructions or inventory lists even
though the person can sign his or her
name. Generally, an illiterate person
has had little or no formal schooling.

(2) Marginal education. Marginal edu-
cation means ability in reasoning,
arithmetic, and language skills which
are needed to do simple, unskilled
types of jobs. We generally consider
that formal schooling at a 6th grade
level or less is a marginal education.

(3) Limited education. Limited edu-
cation means ability in reasoning,
arithmetic, and language skills, but
not enough to allow a person with
these educational qualifications to do
most of the more complex job duties
needed in semi-skilled or skilled jobs.
We generally consider that a 7th grade
through the 11th grade level of formal
education is a limited education.
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(4) High school education and above.
High school education and above means
abilities in reasoning, arithmetic, and
language skills acquired through for-
mal schooling at a 12th grade level or
above. We generally consider that
someone with these educational abili-
ties can do semi-skilled through skilled
work.

(5) Inability to communicate in English.
Since the ability to speak, read and un-
derstand English is generally learned
or increased at school, we may consider
this an educational factor. Because
English is the dominant language of
the country, it may be difficult for
someone who doesn’t speak and under-
stand English to do a job, regardless of
the amount of education the person
may have in another language. There-
fore, we consider a person’s ability to
communicate in English when we
evaluate what work, if any, he or she
can do. It generally doesn’t matter
what other language a person may be
fluent in.

(6) Information about your education.
We will ask you how long you attended
school and whether you are able to
speak, understand, read and write in
English and do at least simple calcula-
tions in arithmetic. We will also con-
sider other information about how
much formal or informal education you
may have had through your previous
work, community projects, hobbies,
and any other activities which might
help you to work.

§ 416.965 Your work experience as a
vocational factor.

(a) General. Work experience means
skills and abilities you have acquired
through work you have done which
show the type of work you may be ex-
pected to do. Work you have already
been able to do shows the kind of work
that you may be expected to do. We
consider that your work experience ap-
plies when it was done within the last
15 years, lasted long enough for you to
learn to do it, and was substantial
gainful activity. We do not usually
consider that work you did 15 years or
more before the time we are deciding
whether you are disabled applies. A
gradual change occurs in most jobs so
that after 15 years it is no longer real-
istic to expect that skills and abilities

acquired in a job done then continue to
apply. The 15-year guide is intended to
insure that remote work experience is
not currently applied. If you have no
work experience or worked only off-
and-on or for brief periods of time dur-
ing the 15-year period, we generally
consider that these do not apply. If you
have acquired skills through your past
work, we consider you to have these
work skills unless you cannot use them
in other skilled or semi-skilled work
that you can now do. If you cannot use
your skills in other skilled or semi-
skilled work, we will consider your
work background the same as un-
skilled. However, even if you have no
work experience, we may consider that
you are able to do unskilled work be-
cause it requires little or no judgment
and can be learned in a short period of
time.

(b) Information about your work.
Under certain circumstances, we will
ask you about the work you have done
in the past. If you cannot give us all of
the information we need, we will try,
with your permission, to get it from
your employer or other person who
knows about your work, such as a
member of your family or a co-worker.
When we need to consider your work
experience to decide whether you are
able to do work that is different from
what you have done in the past, we will
ask you to tell us about all of the jobs
you have had in the last 15 years. You
must tell us the dates you worked, all
of the duties you did, and any tools,
machinery, and equipment you used.
We will need to know about the
amount of walking, standing, sitting,
lifting and carrying you did during the
work day, as well as any other physical
or mental duties of your job. If all of
your work in the past 15 years has been
arduous and unskilled, and you have
very little education, we will ask you
to tell us about all of your work from
the time you first began working. This
information could help you to get dis-
ability benefits.

§ 416.966 Work which exists in the na-
tional economy.

(a) General. We consider that work
exists in the national economy when it
exists in significant numbers either in
the region where you live or in several
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